90           MEN, MOVEMENTS, AND MYSELF
business. The defenders of the prevailing order took shelter
behind the bulwarks of economic science, and the manufacturers
gladly accepted the situation as an expression of the will of God,
which so conveniently operated in accordance with their own
commercial interests.
The question that I had to decide on the threshold of my political
life was therefore whether poverty and social disorder were an
irrevocable infliction of God, or whether they could be ended or
modified by knowledge, backed by the faith, the will, and the wise
planning of men* Not as the result of an emotional impulse, but
deliberately and with the sense of a vocation, I came to a conclusion
which has always been as a light about my feet, the decision that it
were far better to fail in the fight for a more excellent way of living,
than to accept as the end of man's evolution upon the earth that
sordid doctrine of the 'beneficent private war/ which prompted
one man to climb upon the shoulders of his neighbour and try to
remain there.